DEC'29]	THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS	3**
elections in May last, and referred to the momentous pronouncement of Lord Irwin,
whom he described as one who belonged to the order of chose illustrious statesmen
who were rightly acclaimed as the true empire builders.
In his opinion, the value or importance of this statement was in no way affected
or lessened by what had been said by the Government in the course of the recent
Parliamentary debates. InJia would commit a very grave blunder if she rejected
the offer. Given sincerity, goodwill and a genuine desire to appreciate and adjust
the different poims of view it was not at all difficult to arrive in the proposed
Round Table conference at a Sv>luuon of the constitutional problem such as might
carry behind it the general agreement of political India. We should, therefore,
accept the offer of the conference in the same spirit in which it had been made.
As regards the terms of reference, he presumed that they would be the widest
and mobt liberal possible. He felt that if the question of the immediate establish-
ment of full responsible Government, provincial or national, or of the immediate
attainment, of Dominion Status, was excluded from the purview of the conference,
it was obvious that it could serve no go«>d purpose and could not bring about such
a satisfactory settlement of the constitutional problem as they all desired. In that
case they would have to reject the offer of the Government and refuse to have any-
thing to do with the conference.
Provided the terms of reference were satisfactory they should not insist on any
condition being fulfilled as a pre-requishe to their co-operation with the Govern-
ment. In this matter, the transcedent issue was a satisfactory settlement of the cons-
titutional problem and its chances must not in the least be imperilled by a mis-
taken or unpractical idealism or sentimentalism, or by giving undue prominence to
matters or questions that might well abide the conclusion of the conference.
As regards its constitution it was absolutely necessary, he said, for the success
of the conference that it should consist of representatives of the right stamp and spirit.
He suggested in this connection the inclusion among its membership, besides
representatives of parties and interests, of one or two constitutional experts.
4tThe Government's proposal to convene the conference" he said, "is a very
important development in the political situation of this country, and if we settle our
differences at.d leach an agreement on all those questions which have divided us
at present, it will be impossible for the British Government to flout the national
will of India and we shall have practically settled our constitution according to oik
own views and wishes."
uWe are all agreed" continued Sir Phiroze, "as regards our political goal, and
it is to us a matter of sincere satisfaction that the British Government have made
it absolutely clear that the goal is no other than and nothing short of Dominion
Status which will give us every scope for rising to the fullest height of our national
stature.*'
Dyarchy, he hoped, was doomed and Indian political opinion, according
to him, was practically unanimous, or at all events was predominantly in faw§r
of the introduction of full responsibility in the Central Legislature.
He expressed astonishment at the claim of the Moslem All Parties* conference,
held under the presidency of the Aga Khan at Delhi, last year, that ihe Moslems
had a right to communal representation by means of special electorates, and «os'e&
opinion that it would not be a system which would make India a true waat&&' 5a»d
powerful nation. They a 1 desired that it should not mar their polittcaJ Hie Mid
system a day longer than might be absolutely necessary.
He, however, strongly urged that a no >ber serf oos effort should be made to reacfr
a solution of this question with the Moslem community in order that it miglif be
acceptable to the British Parliament
It was a matter of the utmost satisfaction tbat the Indian Princes and Chiefs fead
all heartily welcomed tbe proposal for the conference, am} ft was to be sincerely &oped
that they would also declare that it was ifeeir intention to establish, in the fulness of
time, responsible Government in tbeir States.
In conclusion, Sir Phiroze once more condemned the Government's currency policy
and claimed that although the numerical strength of the Liberal Party might not at
present be very large, they were the leaven of the whole national life of India
their influence upon her development bad always been wholesome and abiding.

